
Petitions from Unrecognized Masons 

The procedure for any unrecognized Mason who wishes to join a Lodge under American 
Canadian Grand Lodge, the following procedures will be necessary prior to obtaining the 
approval of the Grand Master. 

a. The petitioner (candidate) will always be treated with respect and never be given any 
reason to think that the American Canadian Grand Lodge is not an Honorable 
Fraternity.  The use of any derogatory, insulting or offensive comments will never be 
tolerated and will be dealt with severely.   

b. All unrecognized Masons who want to become a Mason in the ACGL, must first have a 
recommender, from a recognized ACGL Lodge, and the recommender shall be the First 
Line Signer on his petition for Membership, thereby, avouching for his good standing 
in life, the community, and his family (if married) and therefore, will be responsible as 
his sponsor for all of his actions during his undertaking of all three degrees. 

c. The petitioner will fill out the petition form completely with a current photo attached, 
providing complete information concerning the unrecognized Masonic organization in 
which he is coming from, which will include the degree(s) obtained and date(s) along 
with the name of city and state in the USA and city and country for outside of the USA.  
To include the name of the Lodge and number, address and phone number and e-mail 
address, along with the information concerning the name of the Grand Lodge and its 
location. 

d. Attached to the petitioner’s petition will be two letters: 

e. First, Letter: Written by the petitioner, will state the reason the petitioner wants to 
leave the unrecognized Masonic organization, this statement must contain specific 
information and will be dated and signed.   

f. Second, Letter: Written by the petitioner, will state that if his petition for membership 
in the ACGL Lodge is approved, he will permanently sever his relations with the 
unrecognized Masonic organization and will be dated and signed. 

g. Lodge action:  The ACGL Lodge will receive the petitioner’s petition for membership 
with the two above mentioned letters attached.  The Lodge will receive the petition 
(annotated and stated in the Lodge minutes) in accord with the normal procedures 
contained in The Code of the ACGL and Lodge By-laws.   

 If there is no objection to the petitioner’s petition, the Master of the Lodge will 
appoint an investigating committee of three members to investigate the prospective 
candidate for Freemasonry.  Each of the members of the investigating committee will 
render a written report that is dated and signed, stating the reasons for approving or 
disapproving his membership in the Lodge. 



h. The Investigating Committee will report back to the Lodge with their findings, either 
favorable or unfavorable. Any disapproval from one or more of the investigating 
members, will render the petition unacceptable. In the event a valid demit, MM 
Certificate, or valid dues card from the unrecognized Lodge is produced, attesting to 
the validity of having received and found proficient in the EA, FC, or MM degrees, the 
Petitioner, with approval from the Grand Master, may be eligible for re-obligation and 
proficiency exam only. (re-obligation is the receiving of the ACGL obligation only in a 
tiled Lodge) 

i. If the Lodge Investigating Committee’s findings are favorable, the Lodge Secretary will 
secure the candidate’s petition with the petitioner’s two letters and the three letters 
from the investigating committee, which will state their reasons for approval of the 
candidate for Freemasonry and forward them to the ACGL Grand Secretary for 
processing and forwarding to the Grand Master for his approval or disapproval.  The 
Lodge concerned will be notified of the action taken by the Grand Master.  A copy of 
the petition, candidate’s two letters and the three letters from the Lodge investigating 
committee will be kept as a permanent record at the Grand Secretaries office in the 
Lodge file. 

j. With and only with the Grand Master’s approval, the Lodge may proceed to vote by 
secret ballot on the candidate and if the ballot is all clear the Lodge can proceed with 
the initiation of the candidate for Freemasonry, as per the ACGL code.  There will be 
no consideration given to the candidate concerning what degree or office the 
candidate may have ever held in the unrecognized Masonic organization. 

k. The candidate for Freemasonry will be treated as a Candidate and given the EA 
Degree, in full, to include Lectures on the same day, and will be required to complete 
the proficiency examination, as outlined in the ACGL Code and Ritual. 

l. The FC Degree will not be conferred in less than 28 days (as stated in The Code) after 
the EA Degree.  The FC Degree will be given in full, to include Lectures on the same 
day, and will be required to complete the proficiency examination as outlined in the 
ACGL Code and Ritual. 

m. The MM Degree will not be conferred in less than 28 days (as stated in The Code) after 
the FC Degree. The MM Degree will be given in full, to include Lectures on the same 
day, and will be required to complete the proficiency examination as outlined in the 
ACGL Code and Ritual. Proficiency is required to receive a VGLvD MM certificate.  


